
Meeting of the Board of Health 
St. Joseph County Department of Health 

8th Floor, County–City Building 
Boardroom 

November 16, 2022 
4:30 p.m. 

Available by Zoom: 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82427745653?pwd=UHFSOEkyekJYVUd2S2FMeTJWTU96dz09 

Meeting ID: 824 2774 5653 
Passcode: 733756  

One tap mobile  
+13126266799,,82427745653# US (Chicago)

Dial by your location 
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)

I. CALL TO ORDER

II. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA:

It is recommended the Board of Health members adopt the agenda for the November 16

2022.

Motion by _________________ Seconded by ________________ Vote _________

III. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES:

It is recommended the Board of Health members approve the minutes of October 19, 2022.

Motion by _________________ Seconded by ________________ Vote _________

IV. BOARD PRESIDENT ANNOUNCEMENTS:

V. HEALTH OFFICER PRESENTATION and REPORT:

22-38 Discussion on October 2022 Health Officer’s Report
Emergency Preparedness 
Environmental Health  
Finance 
Food Services  
Health Equity, Epidemiology and Data (HEED) 
Health Outreach, Promotion & Education (HOPE) 
Nursing – Immunizations, Mobile Clinic & Public Health Nursing 
Vital Records 

VI. NEW BUSINESS:

VII. OLD BUSINESS:



VIII. BOARD NOTIFICATIONS:

1. Hirings:  Ashley Helman, Nurse – 10/10/22
2. Resignations:  Daniel Wilson, Food Safety Inspection Officer – 10/10/22
3. Retirements: None
4. Terminations: None

IX. PUBLIC COMMENT: (3 Minute Limit)

Public comment may be given in person. Input from the public can also be sent to the Board
by mail or email via the St. Joseph County Department of Health.

X. TIME AND PLACE OF NEXT REGULAR MEETING:

December 21, 2022 – 4:30 p.m. 8th Floor County City Building, Boardroom

XI. ADJOURNMENT:

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Title VI Coordinator has made available at this meeting a voluntary Public Involvement Survey to 
collect demographic data to monitor and demonstrate St. Joseph County’s compliance with its non-

discrimination obligations under Title VI and Federal Regulation 23CFR 200.9(b)(4), and more 
importantly, ensure that affected communities and interested persons are provided equal access to 

public involvement. Compliance is voluntary. However, to demonstrate compliance with the federal 
regulation, the information requested must be documented when provided. It will not be used for any 
other purpose, except to show that those who are affected or have an interest in proceedings, or the 

proposed project have been given an opportunity to provide input throughout the process. 

The following statement provides guidance for the public comment portion of the 
meeting, as well as the expected decorum for all conversations during the meeting. 

At regular meetings, the public is invited to address the Board for three minutes regarding items 
posted or not posted on the agenda. Individuals may only speak once during this section of the agenda. 
Speakers shall properly identify themselves by stating their name and address for the record. Personnel 
issues are not to be addressed during open sessions of the Board of Health. The Board President may 

interrupt, warn, or terminate any person's statement if the statement becomes personally directed, 
abusive, obscene, or inflammatory. 
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MINUTES AND MEMORANDA  
ST. JOSEPH COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH  

October 19, 2022  
Regular Meeting  

 
Present at the Meeting:  

 
Jason Marker, M.D.      Vice President  
Ilana T. Kirsch, M.D., FACOG   Member  
John Linn, P.E.     Member  
Ellen Reilander, J.D.     Member 
 

Also Present at the Meeting: 
 

Robert M. Einterz, M.D.    Health Officer  
Mark D. Fox, MD, PhD, MPH   Deputy Health Officer 
Jennifer S. Parcell     Executive Administrative Asst. 
Amy Ruppe      Administrator  
Robin Vida      Director - HOPE 
Brett Davis      Assistant Director of Environmental Health 
Jodie Pairitz      Director of Nursing -Zoom 
Carolyn Smith      Food Services Director 
Denise Kingsberry     Vital Records Assistant Director 
Harry Gilbride      Emergency Preparedness Coordinator 
Sally Dixon       MIH Coordinator 
Mark Espich      Environmental Health Director 
Karen Teague      Food Services Assistant Director -Zoom 
Marcellus Lebbin, J.D.    Department of Health Attorney  
 

I. CALL TO ORDER, ROLL CALL, & NOMINATIONS 
 

Board Vice President, Dr. Marker, called the October 19, 2022, regular Board of Health 
meeting to order at 4:30 p.m. 

 

II. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 
  

On motion made by Dr. Kirsch, seconded by Mr. Linn, the agenda was put to the Board.  
The Agenda was unanimously approved. 
 

III. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 
 



 

 
 

On motion made by Dr. Kirsch, seconded by Attorney Reilander the minutes for the 
September 21, 2022 regular meeting were put to the Board.  The minutes were unanimously 
approved. 
 

IV. BOARD PRESIDENT ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

There were no announcements. 
 

V. HEALTH OFFICER REPORT  
 

 Dr. Einterz directed the Board to the written report. He then noted that there would be a 
report in WNDU regarding safe sleep for infants that the Department of Health assisted with.  Dr. 
Einterz also informed the Board that the Department of Health was tracking travelers from Uganda 
to ensure the individual was not carrying the EBOLA. 
 

 Dr. Kirsch then asked about the different types of homelessness.  Mr. Gilbride gave a short 
summary to the Board.  Dr. Kirsch then asked about the abatement letters and Mr. Espich gave an 
outline of the types of health issues that would trigger such a letter as well as the reasons more of 
them were being sent recently.  Dr. Kirsch moved to congratulating Ms. Dixon for a conference 
for mothers she helped organize.  Ms. Dixon gave the Board an update on the outreach program 
for mothers and her experience at the conference and Representative Devon’s involvement. 
 

 Dr. Kirsch, Attorney Reilander, and Dr. Einterz then had a discussion about the increase in 
vaccinations and how they are presented in the written report.  Attorney Reilander followed up 
with some questions on figures in the report related to services provided and needs requested. 
 

 Attorney Reliander then asked if links could be provided to the media created by the 
Department of Health and Ms. Vida responded she would happily provide the links.  Attorney 
Reliander then inquired as to the NBC news story.  Ms. Vida responded that it was in relation to a 
fentanyl raid in Colorado.  As the fentanyl was destined for South Bend NBC was doing a story 
on what fentanyl looks like in South Bend.   
 

Attorney Reliander then asked who was receiving Narcan training and Ms. Vida gave an outline 
of the Department of Health’s training.  Mr. Linn noted that deaths reported from September were 
unfortunate and asked what could be done to improve them.  Ms. Vida then discussed the impact 
of fentanyl with Mr. Linn and the Board. 
 

 Attorney Reilander then asked about the increase in sudden infant sleeping deaths.  Ms. 
Dixon informed the Board on the Department of Health’s efforts to reduce the numbers. 
 

 Attorney Reilander then read a letter questioning the Department of Health’s stance on 
smoking. 
 



 

 
 

 Dr. Marker then asked if the Department of Health was aware of the potential for 
individuals in the Motels 4 Now program to be victims of crime.  Mr. Gilbride informed the Board 
he was aware of the problem and was working with other communities to see how they have 
addressed the issue. 
 

 DEPUTY HEALTH OFFICER REPORT  
  
 There was nothing to report.  
 

VI. NEW BUSINESS 
 

A media clip was played for the Board promoting the work of the Department of Health.   
 

VII. OLD BUSINESS  
  

 There was no old business. 
  

VIII. BOARD NOTIFICATIONS  
 

 Personnel changes were noted.  
 

IX. PUBLIC COMMENT  
  

Lisa Tyconievich spoke against abortion. 
 

X. TIME AND PLACE OF NEXT REGULAR MEETING  
 

 The next regular meeting of the St. Joseph County Board of Health is scheduled for 
Wednesday, November 16, 2022, at 4:30 p.m., at the County-City Building.  
  
XI. ADJOURNMENT   

 

This meeting was adjourned at 5:37 p.m. 
 
 

ATTEST:        Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
____________________________    ______________________________ 
Robert M. Einterz, M.D.     Marcellus Lebbin, Esq.  
St. Joseph County Health Officer    Health Department Attorney 



Health Officer’s Report of Unit Activities 

November 2022 
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EMERGENCY PREPARDNESS UNIT 

DELIVERABLES OUTCOME TIMELINE OCTOBER UPDATES 

Work with service 
providers in the 

Regional Planning 
Committee 

(furthermore referred 
to as RPC) to establish 
a space, protocols and 

to provide for the 
isolation of unhoused 
individuals positive 

with Covid-19. 

A space for unhoused 
persons to isolate when 
positive with covid-19. 

July 2021 – 
ongoing 

No new isolations this month, 
continued to maintain space. 

Protocols ensuring the 
safety and wellbeing of 

those in quarantine. 

Establish a 
space and 

protocols by 
August 2021. 

Protecting against 
further spread of 

Covid-19 among the 
unhoused and in 
congregate living 

spaces. 

Space 
established 

and 
continuing to 
be maintained 
and utilized. 

Work with The City to 
establish a liaison 

between Landlords 
and Service providers. 

Improve relationships 
between local 

landlords and local 
service providers to the 
unhoused population. 

August 2022 
– ongoing

Met with the South Bend 
Housing Authority to learn 

about the their position which is 
similar to a landlord liaison and 

some of the efforts they've 
undertaken which have been 

succesful in bringing new 
landlords into their program as 
well as getting more properties 

into their program from existing 
landlords. 

Utilize HOME-ARP 
funds to set up a fund 

to cover potential 
repairs to incentivize 

landlords to work with 
clients they may view 
as potentially higher 

risk. 

Increase access to 
applications for service 
providers working with 

unhoused persons or 
persons residing in 

shelters. 

Work to connect 
tenants with resources 

or caseworkers so 
Landlords are not left 

on their own to 
manage persons. 
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Create an inventory of 
service providers and 

stakeholders and 
create a contact 

directory. 

Possession of a 
comprehensive list of 

contacts among service 
providers. 

July 2021 – 
ongoing  

In September I assisted 
Broadway Christian Parish and 

Our Lady of The Road in 
laminating 50 resource guides to 
hand out to patrons at their soup 

kitchens. This month we 
updated the guide to reflect 
Weather Amnesty’s location 

and hours. They still have 
several in stock, I am awaiting 
them to ask for more and I will 

supply them upon request. 

Facilitation of greater 
communication 

between SJC and 
service providers. 

Directory 
completed 

and added to 
website in 

August 2021 

Administer, monitor 
and assess the Wash 

Wednesdays program 
with Burton’s 

Laundry. 

Create access to 
laundry services for 

unhoused members of 
our community. 

July 2021 - 
Ongoing 

10/12/22: 3,930 Ibs 

Track the amount of 
clothing washed in 

pounds in order to give 
a greater idea as to the 

need. 

10/26/22: 3,020 Ibs 

Provide Social Needs 
Assessment to patrons. 

Total: 6,950 Ibs of clothing or 
about 695 loads of laundry in a 

consumer washer. 
    

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

5

















ANIMAL BITES 

 
OCTOBER, 
2022 

YTD  
2022 

YTD 
2021 

YTD 
2020 

YTD 
2019 

Animal Bites 31 416 146 122 143 

Specimens Sent to ISDH 
Lab 

7 69 13 21 22 

Specimens Positive 0 0 0 0 0 
 

The immunization clinics have been extremely busy with catching children up with all their required 
vaccine. South Bend location we have seen 664 patients and given out over 1075 immunizations. The 
Mobile Clinic has seen 159 patients and given 255 immunizations. Mishawaka has seen 93 patients 
and given 255 immunizations.  

On the Public Health side, we have gone from Monkey Pox to monitoring patients that have traveled 
from Uganda for the Sudan Ebola Virus. So far, all travelers have been classified as low risk. State has 
been very responsive to the LHD attempting to contact and go to place of living. Education has been 
provided to the travelers on symptoms, isolation protocols, and who to contact if he/she starts having 
symptoms.  

Our new full-time BSN, Ashley Helman has started in our South Bend location. She is doing a great 
job and we are excited to have her.  We hope to be able to work on opening more days to the public at 
South Bend and Mishawaka location. 
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VITAL RECORDS UNIT 
 

 Records Filed in  
October 2022 

YTD 2022 
Occurrences 

YTD 2021 
Occurrences 

YTD 2020 
Occurrences 

YTD 2019 
Occurrences 

Birth Statistics*      
 Total Births 330 3509 3631 3277 3585 
Death Statistics*      
Total Deaths 2869 2884 2479 2742 2479 
      

 

Birth & Death data reflected as of 11/04/2022. 
  
*Statistics are subject to change.  Statistics were generated from our local hospitals, 
Chronica, and DRIVE.* 
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HEALTH OFFICER 

 
 Report in the Health Officer Presentation and Report portion.  
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
Robert M. Einterz, MD 
Health Officer 
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